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This is not part of the Conflict Barometer and serves as a 

contextualizing  summary for press purposes. 

369 Conflicts Globally 
The Heidelberg Institute for International Conflict Research 

Publishes the Conflict Barometer 2023 

Due to technical issues, the full 2023 report including all conflict texts will be available 
in mid-November. This report represents a pre-version, summarizing all quantitative 
data points and portraying the full Conflict Panorama of 2023. This report does not 
include any qualitative texts, Spotlights, conflict reports, and regional summaries, and their 
authors, conflict-specific maps and statistics, and the full list of supporters of our yearly 
publication. Please be aware that this document will be updated soon. 

With the 32nd edition of the Conflict Barometer, the Heidelberg Institute for 
International Conflict Research (HIIK) continues its annual study on global conflict.  

Since 1992, the Conflict Barometer has qualitatively and quantitatively recorded 
the dynamics of political conflicts, both violent and non-violent, worldwide. In 
accordance with the HIIK methodology, violent conflicts are classified according 
to their intensity into violent crises (intensity 3), limited wars (intensity 4), and 
wars (intensity 5). Non-violent conflicts are divided into disputes (intensity 1) 
and non-violent crises (intensity 2). The annual report is supplemented by conflict 
maps, graphics, and datasets as well as Spotlight texts that shed light on the wider 
context of current conflict dynamics.  

In 2023, the HIIK documented a total of 369 conflicts worldwide, an overall 
increase of ten conflicts. Of these, 220 were violent and 149 non-violent. 
Compared to the previous year, the number of wars rose from 20 to 22. The 
Azerbaijan (Nagorno-Karabakh) conflict, intrastate conflicts in DR Congo, Sudan and 
Myanmar (two in total), as well as a total of three conflicts in Israel, of which two 
involved the State of Palestine° and one involved Hezbollah, escalated into wars. 
Six wars de-escalated, while 14 wars continued. The number of limited wars 
worldwide remained constant at 21 conflicts. 

The number of non-violent conflicts rose from 148 to 149. Twelve conflicts were 
settled by the conflict parties themselves or closed due to inactivity. 

As in previous years, the most common type of conflict was intrastate (252 conflicts), 
followed by inter-state conflicts (58 conflicts). The most common of the ten 
methodically followed conflict items, material or immaterial goods, which are 
sought by the direct conflict actors through conflict measures, were (in 
descending order of frequency) system/ideology, resources, subnational 
predominance, and national power.  

As in the previous year, sub-Saharan Africa was the region with the most wars. A 
total of 13 wars were observed in Burkina Faso, DR Congo, Cameroon, Mali, Niger, 
Nigeria, Somalia, Sudan, and South Sudan. Eleven of these wars maintained their 
intensity from the previous 



year, while two conflicts escalated to wars. A total of 89 conflicts were 
observed in sub-Saharan Africa, 58 of which were violent and 31 non-violent, 
and therefore one (violent) conflict fewer than in the previous year. 

In the West Asia, North Africa and Afghanistan region, the number of wars rose from 
two to three compared to the previous year; the number of limited wars rose from 
four to five. All three wars involved Israel, of which two involved the State of 
Palestine and one involved Hezbollah. A total of 67 conflicts were observed in the 
region, 43 of which were violent and 24 non-violent, which is nine more than in the 
previous year. 

In Asia and Oceania, the number of observed wars rose from one to three 
compared to the previous year, all three of which involved Myanmar; the number 
of limited wars fell from eight to four. Overall, the highest number of global 
conflicts of the year was observed in the region: 101, of which 61 were violent 
and 40 non-violent, and thus a total of four fewer conflicts than in the previous 
year. 

In Europe, the number of wars observed rose from one to two compared to the 
previous year. In addition to the Russia-Ukraine war, the Azerbaijan (Nagorno-
Karabakh) conflict escalated into a war; no limited wars were observed, compared 
to one in the previous year. A total of 49 conflicts were observed in the region, 18 
of which were violent and 31 of which were non-violent, which shows no increase 
compared to the previous year. 

In the Americas, the number of wars remained constant with one war in Haiti. The 
number of limited wars decreased from four to three, compared to the previous 
year. A total of 63 conflicts were observed in the region, 40 of which were violent 
and 23 non-violent, two more than in the previous year. 

Since its foundation in May 1990, the Institute has been dedicated to researching, 
documenting, and analyzing intra-, inter-, trans-, and sub-state conflicts worldwide. More than 
200 young researchers work at the HIIK on a voluntary basis. The HIIK presents its research 
findings both qualitatively and quantitatively in the annual Conflict Barometer. The work 
product comprises an approximately 200-page annual report and various data sets, both of 
which are open access.  
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The HIIK Board 



disputes 
non-violent crises 
violent crises 
limited wars
wars

No.

THIS VERSION WILL BE UPDATED



Copyright © 2024 HIIK

All rights reserved. 

Printed in Heidelberg, Germany. 

The Heidelberg Institute for International Conflict Research 
(HIIK), associated with the Institute of Political Science of 
Heidelberg University, is a registered non-profit association. 
It is dedicated to the research, evaluation, and 
documentation of political conflicts worldwide.  

The HIIK evolved from the 1991 research project COSIMO 
(Conflict Simulation Model), led by Prof. Dr. Frank R. Pfetsch, 
University of Heidelberg, and financed by the German 
Research Foundation (DFG). 

For more information please visit our website: 

www.hiik.de



CONFLICT BAROMETER  2023

Analyzed Period: 01/01/23 – 12/31/23

HIIK
Heidelberg Institute for 
International Conflict Research





HIIK's Basic Concept of Political Conflict
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Updated in 2020 by:

Methodology Revision in 2011 by:
Nicholas Schwank, Thomas Wencker, Christoph Trinn, Stefan 
Giersdorf, Lotta Mayer, Natalie Hoffmann, Mark Gombert, Jens 
Hoffmann, Gregor Pawlowski
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CONFLICTS IN 2023
(NATIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL LEVEL)



VIOLENT CONFLICTS IN 2023
(NATIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL LEVEL)
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Burkina Faso (inter-communal rivalry) 
Cõþtrñü Aörùóñþ RõĀuòüùó (ýùüùtñþt ÷rÿuĀs) 
EtøùÿĀùñ (Fñþÿ ýùüùtùñs / Aýøñrñ)
Mñüù (CSP-PSD, CMA õt ñü. / Azñwñô) 
Nù÷õrùñ (öñrýõrs – Āñstÿrñüùsts)
Nù÷õrùñ (ISWAP - JAS)
Sÿýñüùñ (Puþtüñþô – Sÿýñüùüñþô)
Sÿýñüùñ (suòóüñþ rùvñüry)
Suôñþ (ùþtõr-óÿýýuþñü rùvñüry)

Cameroon (English-speaking minority)  
DR Congo (Ituri militias)
DR Cÿþ÷ÿ (M23 öñótùÿþs) 
DR Congo, Uganda (ADF)
Mñüù õt ñü. (IS Sñøõü)
Mali, Burkina Faso et al. (JNIM, ISGS et al.) 
Nù÷õrùñ (òñþôùts)
Nù÷õrùñ, Cøñô õt ñü. (ISWAP)
Nù÷õrùñ, Cøñô õt ñü. (JAS-Bÿûÿ Hñrñý) 
Somalia, Kenya (al-Shabaab)
South Sudan (inter-communal rivalry) 
Sudan (Darfur)
Suôñþ (ÿĀĀÿsùtùÿþ)

WEST ASIA, NORTH AFRICA, AND AFGHANISTAN

Israel (Hamas et al.)
Isrñõü (Hõzòÿüüñø)
Isrñõü - Stñtõ ÿö Pñüõstùþõ° (PNA)

Aö÷øñþùstñþ (ÿĀĀÿsùtùÿþ)
Syrùñ (Kurôùsø ÷rÿuĀs)
Syrùñ (ÿĀĀÿsùtùÿþ)
Türûùyõ (PKK, KCK)
Yõýõþ, Sñuôù Arñòùñ (ñü-Hÿutøù öÿróõs)

 2( � -#�."$ -( �

Iþôùñ (MñþùĀur)
Myanmar (KIA, KIO / Kachin State)
Myanmar (MNDAA / Shan State)
Pñûùstñþ (Isüñýùst ýùüùtñþt ÷rÿuĀs) 
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Mexico (drug cartels)
Mexico (inter-cartel rivalry, paramilitary 
groups)

$41./$�

Myñþýñr (AA / Rñûøùþõ Stñtõ)
Myñþýñr (KNU, KNLA, DKBA õt. ñü. / Kñrõþ 
Stñtõ, Kñyñø Stñtõ)
Myñþýñr (ÿĀĀÿsùtùÿþ)

Hñùtù (ùþtõr-÷ñþ÷ rùvñüry)

Azõròñùúñþ (Nñ÷ÿrþÿ-Kñrñòñûø)
Russùñ – Uûrñùþõ
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VIOLENT CONFLICTS IN THE AMERICAS IN 2023
(SUBNATIONAL LEVEL)



NEW
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Marko Hermsen
Bleistift



HIIK cÿþsiders statehhÿd tÿ be þÿþ-cÿþtested if the state is aþ ÿfficiaü UN ýeýbers state.
DisĀuted statehÿÿd is ýarûed with a ° if a territÿry is recÿgþized by at üeast ÿþe ÿther ÿfficiaü UN ýeýber state ("üiýited recÿgþitiÿþ")

5

16

Marko Hermsen
Bleistift





VIOLENT  CONFLICTS IN EUROPE IN 2023
(SUBNATIONAL LEVEL)
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VIOLENT CONFLICTS IN SUB-SAHARAN AFRICA IN 2023
(SUBNATIONAL LEVEL)
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VIOLENT CONFLICTS IN ASIA AND OCEANIA IN 2023
(SUBNATIONAL LEVEL)
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VIOLENT CONFLICTS IN WEST ASIA, NORTH AFRICA, AND AFGHANISTAN IN 2023
(SUBNATIONAL LEVEL)
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West Asia, North Afrióa, and Afghanistan
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